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TABULA ANNOUNCES ACCESS TO TRANSPARENTLY SOURCED GOLD, 

OFFERING FULL TRACEABILITY FROM MINE TO VAULT, DELIVERED AS AN ETC 

 

European ETF provider Tabula Investment Management Limited (“Tabula”) has 

announced the launch of the ESG-focused physical gold ETC, the SMO Physical Gold 

ETC (Bloomberg: BARS LN). BARS is the first exchange-traded physical gold product to 

offer full traceability of gold bars from mine to vault, using a small number of named 

mines adhering to high ESG standards.  

 

BARS is the only physical gold ETC in the market where: 

• Every ounce of gold can be traced to a carefully selected mine, accredited with 

the highest responsibility standards  

• Each gold mine used has been independently audited and has data to 

demonstrate they provide vital social, environmental and cultural support to local 

communities  

• No gold is of Russian origin 

• No gold is “recycled” gold of unknown provenance 

• No mercury is used in the extraction of the gold 

 

BARS will only use gold from a small number of named mines, will provide full 

traceability across the supply chain, and is designed to provide the same level of 

liquidity, efficiency and security as existing physical gold ETCs.   

 

Single Mine Origin (SMO) Limited, an independent company set up in 2017, conducts 

extensive due diligence and ongoing monitoring of the participating mining companies, 

mines and refiners, and oversees and documents every step of the supply chain. The 

result is a transparent and trusted standard for responsibly sourced gold. 

 

“Gold production is highly fragmented with multiple countries, companies and mines 

producing the precious metal. Quality control has historically focused on ensuring purity 
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of the metal in the bars,” says Tabula CEO Michael John Lytle. “However, with only 4% 

of gold being traceable there are serious ESG risks in the gold supply chain from 

potential human rights abuses, environmental degradation, possible financing of conflict 

and terrorism, money laundering and sanctions evasion. Some of the world’s largest 

major gold producers fail basic ESG screens, and existing standards in the gold industry 

are not sufficient.” 

 

SMO Co-Founder Charlie Betts added, “The only way to properly assess the social and 

environmental impacts of gold is to have full traceability across the supply chain. Proper 

accountability is not possible without this degree of transparency. The launch of the 

SMO Physical Gold ETC addresses the shortcomings of many existing gold investment 

options, by only sourcing gold from mines adhering to international best practice and 

openly sharing their ESG data.” 

 

The SMO Physical Gold ETC (Bloomberg: BARS LN) lists on the London Stock 

Exchange on 22 April 2024. It has a TER of 0.29% and has been launched in 

partnership with leading global gold custodian HSBC. 

 

About the ETC  

SMO Physical Gold ETC 

Issuer Zipa Precious Metals plc 

Distributor Tabula Investment Management Limited 

Base Currency  USD 

Trading Currency USD 

Exchange London Stock Exchange 

TER 0.29% 

ISIN XS2792094604 

Ticker BARS LN 

Index  LBMA Gold PM Fixing 

Index Ticker  XAUFIX  

 

 

- End - 
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CONTACTS 

Tabula 

Leyton Page 
+44 (0) 20 3909 4703   
leyton.page@tabulagroup.com 
 

Perception A (PR firm) 

Phil Anderson 
+44 (0) 7767 491 519  
phil@perceptiona.com  
 

SMO Gold 

Emma Beckett 

+44 (0) 207 486 9231 

emma@emmabeckettpr.com 

 

About Tabula Investment Management Limited 

Tabula Investment Management Limited (“Tabula”) is an independent asset manager and 

ETF provider focused on differentiated strategies. The Tabula group currently manages 

US$900 million in assets. Tabula is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority. 

 

About Zipa Precious Metals plc 

Zipa Precious Metals plc is a limited company incorporated in Ireland under Irish law. It 

is a special purpose company established for the purpose of issuing asset-backed 

securities. 

 

About Single Mine Origin  

Single Mine Origin (SMO) is a UK limited company (number 10983680) established in 

2017.  It is based in Birmingham and focuses on the sourcing of gold from selected mines 

around the world. SMO has built the tools to trace responsibly sourced gold from mine to 

consumer in both the jewellery and investment sectors. SMO analyses the publicly 

available sustainability data of gold mining organisations globally to provide a relative 
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assessment of the ESG performance of individual mines. The company engages with the 

most progressive mines and provides a platform for investors, jewellers and consumers 

to trace the source of their gold and better understand how each of those mines is 

addressing their particular environmental and social challenges. 

https://singlemineorigin.com/ 

https://singlemineorigin.com/

